
6. Building

a. A structure with two or more outside rigid walls and a fully secured roof, that is 

affixed to a permanent site; 

• The SFIP covers a building, manufactured home (mobile home), or travel trailer, if

located at the described location as shown on the Declaration Page. The policy 

insures only one building.

b. A manufactured home (a “manufactured home,” also known as a mobile home, 

is a structure: built on a permanent chassis, transported to its site in one or more 

sections, and affixed to a permanent foundation)

• The SFIP requires a building to be affixed to a permanent site, whereas it requires 

a manufactured home and a travel trailer to be affixed to a permanent foundation. ; 

or 

c. A travel trailer without wheels, built on a chassis and affixed to a permanent 

foundation, that is regulated under the community’s floodplain management and 

building ordinances or laws.

• A travel trailer (recreational vehicle) with attached wheels is not a building. 

• Apply the same rules to determine building and contents coverage with a storage 

or shipping container, if it is used as a shed, storage building or residence, as you 

would a manufactured home or travel trailer. 

Building does not mean a gas or liquid storage tank or a recreational vehicle, park 

trailer or other similar vehicle, except as described in B.6.c. above. 



 If the manufactured home or travel trailer is in a special flood hazard area, it must

be anchored in the following manner at the time of the loss: 

a. By over-the-top or frame ties to ground anchors; or 

b. In accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications; or 

c. In compliance with the community’s floodplain management requirements unless 

it has been continuously insured by the NFIP at the same described location since 

September 30, 1982.

• A manufactured (mobile) home is a structure built on a permanent chassis, 

transported to its site in one or more sections, and affixed to a permanent 

foundation. 

A travel trailer is not self-propelled and must be affixed to a permanent foundation 

in a manner that the community regulates under its floodplain management and 

building ordinances. The travel trailer must have its wheels removed in order to be 

eligible for coverage. A recreational vehicle is self-propelled and is not insurable. 

See SFIP Section IV. Property Not Covered, 4. For the SFIP to insure a 

manufactured home, the owner must affix it to a permanent foundation. A 

permanent foundation for a manufactured home may be a poured masonry slab, 

foundation walls, piers, or block supports. The foundation, not the wheels and or 

the axles, must support all the weight of the manufactured (mobile) home. 

If the mobile home is in an SFHA, the owner must anchor it to a permanent 

foundation to resist flotation, collapse, or lateral movement by: 

• Providing over-the-top or frame ties to ground anchors. 

• Following the manufacturer’s specification for anchoring. 

• Complying with the community’s floodplain management requirements. 



Manufactured (Mobile) Home/Travel Trailer Worksheet 

When concluding a covered loss on an SFIP-eligible mobile home or manufactured home, 

the adjuster’s Final Report should include the NFIP mobile-home worksheet, the itemized 

building valuation, and building diagram. (MH Worksheet, FEMA Forms 086-0-17 and 086-

0-18 at Appendix E) 

The adjuster must determine the pre-loss valuation or book value of the home and complete 

an industry-accepted method of establishing pre-loss valuations of manufactured or mobile 

homes. 

The valuation should be for the mobile home unit only and any extras that were installed at 

the factory. Any modifications, upgrades, and additions built or added on or in the unit after 

its purchase must be valued separately and explained in the adjuster’s narrative report. 

When establishing the value of the mobile home, consider the following: 

• The cost to disconnect and reconnect existing utility connections; 

• The cost to remove the damaged mobile home; 

• Transportation costs; and 

• The cost to set up the replacement mobile home on the existing foundation including 

tiedowns or anchors, etc. The value would not include: 

• The cost to comply with any code compliance except ICC if it qualifies; 

• Upgrades; or 

• The cost to relocate the mobile home on another location requiring a new foundation, 

extending or moving utility connections, etc 



  

Manufactured home characteristics

● HUD regulations define manufactured housing as;
● A structure transportable in one or more sections, which in the traveling mode is;
●  8 body feet in width or 40 body feet in length or which erected on-site is 320 or more square feet, 
● and which is built on a permanent chassis 
● and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the 

required utilities.
● Will have titles and are considered chattel, not real estate, unless the insured has permanently attached the 

building to the site & retired the title for a deed. https://mobilehomeliving.org/mobile-
home-titles/



  

Chassis support system

● Manufactured homes are constructed on a chassis of main steel beams and cross members; 
● Fitted axles, leaf springs and wheels making up the running gear; and a steel hitch assembly. 
● After the home is sited, the chassis frame distributes the manufactured home loads to the foundation system. 
● The hitch is generally removed for appearance purposes.
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Traditional chassis system



  

Alternative chassis system



  

Traditional chassis with outriggers



  

Axle and wheels. 



  

HUD (Housing of Urban Development) labels & Factory data plates for 
manufactured homes

● HUD certification labels are 2” x 4” metal tags, usually located on the exterior of the mobile/ manufactured 
home and do NOT contain model or serial numbers. 

● They only show the Housing of Urban Development's (HUD) certification number showing the home has 
passed inspection and is indeed a manufactured home. 

● There should be one cert number per transportable section located at the tail-light end of the home.



  

HUD Certification label. Must be affixed to the tail light end of each 
transportable section. Proves home is 'manufactured'. NOT MMS# 



  

Data Plate

● Manufactured home data plate should be located in a cabinet drawer, closet, closet door or other visible 
location on the interior.

● Data plate is a 8 1/2” x 11” paper label. 
● The manufactured home data plate will contain;
● Name and address of the manufacturer;  
● Building's manufacture date; 
● Model & serial, or VIN number(s);
● HUD or State Certification number(s)
● A list of factory-installed major equipment including the manufacturer's make, model & serial number for each 

appliance;
● Load zones;  shown as 3 separate U.S. maps; roof, wind, & thermal zones.



  

Manufactured home HUD Data Plate



  



  



  

Serial numbers alternate location

● The vehicle identification number is also stamped in the front steel beam cross-member under the home near 
the hitch.

● You will likely have to remove the skirting across at least part of the front of the home to get to the I-beam. 
● The numbers are stamped into the metal in letters about 2-inches high, running horizontally or vertically. 
● If the home is a double-wide, there will be an “A” and “B” side, with the number for each side ending in “A” or 

“B.” 
● The VIN number on the title paperwork for the home will end in “AB,”



  

Manufactured home Serial (VIN) number may be written or stamped on 
front cross beam of the chassis near the hitch.



  

VIN Stamps on the front cross beam of double wides




