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32 Porches 

The SFIP covers porches and excludes other surfaces including walks, walkways, decks, patios, 
and other surfaces, all whether covered by a roof or not, located outside the perimeter, exterior 
walls of the insured building. 

Porch design and construction has varied over time. It may be original to the building or an 
attached addition. A porch can be fully or partially enclosed, screened or open; it can be built 
on the ground or elevated. 

A porch is covered if it shares a continuous roofline and continuous foundation type with the 
main dwelling. 

If the porch is an addition or extension attached to and in contact with the dwelling by one 
of the five means of connection as fully described at Section III. Property Covered A.2, it can 
be covered.  See below.

The adjuster should use good judgment in determining coverage for a porch. Good judgment 
includes clear photographs of the complete construction of the porch’s roof, walls, and 
foundation, and the reasonable explanation or documentation that justifies the coverage 
recommendation. 

Adjusters should also keep in mind building materials that are used to construct a porch are 
exterior-rated, which may resist damage from flood inundation. The same is true with common 
porch furniture. The scope of loss should be reasonable, and the adjuster should consider if a 
repair and refinish is the extent of the loss. A scope that replaces porch building material or 
porch contents should be documented in the claim file. 
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III. Property Covered 

Policy Language Additional Explanation 

A. Coverage A—Building Property 
We insure against direct physical loss by or from flood to: 

2. Additions and extensions attached to and in contact with the dwelling by 
means of a rigid exterior wall, a solid load-bearing interior wall, a 
stairway, an elevated walkway, or a roof. At your option, additions and 
extensions connected by any of these methods may be separately 
insured. Additions and extensions attached to and in contact with the 
building by means of a common interior wall that is not a solid load-
bearing wall are always considered part of the dwelling and cannot be 
separately insured. 

A property owner has the option to separately insure an addition under its own SFIP if 
the addition, considered by itself, meets the definition of a building at SFIP II.B.6. 
Otherwise, the Dwelling Form covers an addition or extension as part of the building. 

Figure 5. Examples of additions and extensions and the five means of connection 

  

  

 
























