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III. Property Covered 

Policy Language Additional Explanation 

C. Coverage C—Other Coverages 

1. Debris Removal Insured property means the insured dwelling and covered personal property. 
The SFIP does not pay for removal of: 

a. We will pay the expense to remove non-owned debris that is on or 
in insured property and debris of insured property anywhere. 

b. If you or a member of your household perform the removal work, the 
value of your work will be based on the Federal minimum wage. 

c. This coverage does not increase the Coverage A or Coverage B limit 
of liability. 

• Non-covered debris anywhere, such as a non-covered damaged 
property or debris located in the yard, driveway, or on another parcel 
of land. 

• Non-covered items of property even if the removal of the item 
facilitates cleanup or covered building repairs, such as the removal 
of carpet installed inside a basement, or the removal plants, shrubs 
or trees along the perimeter of the building to access foundation or 
siding repairs. 

2. Loss Avoidance Measures 
a. Sandbags, Supplies, and Labor 

(1) We will pay up to $1,000 for costs you incur to protect the insured 
building from a flood or imminent danger of flood, for the 
following: 
(a) Your reasonable expenses to buy: 

(i) Sandbags, including sand to fill them; 

(ii) Fill for temporary levees; 
(iii) Pumps; and 

(iv) Plastic sheeting and lumber used in connection with 
these items; and 

(b) The value of work, at the Federal minimum wage, that 
you perform. 

(2) This coverage for Sandbags, Supplies, and Labor applies only if 
damage to insured property by or from flood is imminent and the 
threat of flood damage is apparent enough to lead a person of 
common prudence to anticipate flood damage. One of the following 
must also occur: 
(a) A general and temporary condition of flooding in the area near the 

described location must occur, even if the flood does not reach the 
insured building; or 

(b) A legally authorized official must issue an evacuation order or 
other civil order for the community in which the insured building 

The SFIP only covers those items specifically noted. The policyholder must 
provide receipts for covered materials they purchased. Additionally, the NFIP 
reimburses the policyholder and members of the policyholder’s household 
labor at the Federal minimum wage at the time of the loss. 
Water-filled bladders, as shown in Figure 38, are considered a temporary levee 
for the purposes of loss avoidance coverage. However, because these are 
reusable, the SFIP will pay the cost to purchase the bladder once, but only 
when the initial purchase is in connection to the claimed flood event. After 
that event, any future claim for loss avoidance here is limited to the labor and 
fill material. 

Figure 38. Water-filled Bladder 
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is located calling for measures to preserve life and property from 
the peril of flood. This coverage does not increase the Coverage A 
or Coverage B limit of liability. 

b. Property Removed to Safety 

(1) We will pay up to $1,000 for the reasonable expenses you incur to 
move insured property to a place other than the described 
location that contains the property in order to protect it from 
flood or the imminent danger of flood. 

Reasonable expenses include the value of work, at the Federal 
minimum wage, that you perform. 
(2) If you move insured property to a location other than the described 

location that contains the property, in order to protect it from flood or 
the imminent danger of flood, we will cover such property while at 
that location for a period of 45 consecutive days from the date you 
begin to move it there. The personal property that is moved must be 
placed in a fully enclosed building, or otherwise reasonably protected 
from the elements. 
Any property removed, including a moveable home described in 
II.6.b. and c., must be placed above ground level or outside of the 
special flood hazard area. 

This coverage does not increase the Coverage A or Coverage B limit 
of liability. 

• The SFIP coverage of “reasonable expenses” under this provision is 
limited to the policyholder’s removal, storage, and return of covered 
building and personal property to the location described on the 
declarations page. The insurer may reimburse the policyholder for 
related expenses for labor of the policyholder and family members at 
Federal minimum wage, and incurred transportation and storage costs. 
The policyholder must itemize and support these expenses with valid 
proof of payment. Coverage here is limited only to the length of time 
that a flood or the imminent danger of flood exists. Payment under this 
provision does not increase Coverage A – Building Property or Coverage 
B – Personal Property limits of liability. 

• The SFIP will cover from the peril of flood, the property relocated to 
another location for a period of 45 consecutive days from the date the 
policyholder began to move the property. If the policyholder does not 
place the property in a fully enclosed building, the property must be 
secured to prevent flotation out of the building. If the property floats 
out or away from the structure used to reasonably protect the property 
from the elements, it will be conclusively presumed that the 
policyholder did not reasonably secure the property. In that case there 
is no coverage for the property. 

• Regarding the provision “must be placed above ground level or outside 
of the SFHA”, the relocated site of the property must be a reasonable 
location to prevent loss compared to the described location. For 
example, where surrounding terrain is sloped, the site of the relocated 
property must be on a higher elevation than the floor level of the 
building at described location where the property was originally 
located; the policyholder may not relocate the property to a basement. 
Where the surrounding terrain is level and the site of the relocated 
property is considered within the same flood hazard area, the property 
must be placed on a floor level in the relocated building that is a higher 
elevation compared to the floor level in the building at the described 

location where the property was originally located. The property may 
not be relocated into a lower enclosure below an elevated floor within 
a post-FIRM building located in a SFHA. 

location where the property was originally located. The property may 
not be relocated into a lower enclosure below an elevated floor within 
a post-FIRM building located in a SFHA. 




